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INDIA IS AHEAD IN TE) 

gbse textbooks treat Partition in a mi a need manner, but state boards still tal 


he rAdk'Sl tloFiarlufes som iNalhsnfl] 
Counril nr EMlut'BUodnl |ti!nnfin;h ainl 
'fratatngl made whidu implementing the 
National Curripu3u.ni iTmHewnrk (mf- 
2lHh5t d uii'i^i m'J [fu- face nf several school suigBds, 
including hisUny, Thu UlJd of Ibc history wrl*s for 
i litssi i I in VIII, Out Htpiilii’h the new per 
sportive — that blsLnry ucajtnhiodutm the divide 

•A,-.: i * .ih i |f|'Miijjs.'iiiil urdiruirYpeupIn 

including women. have tt^wtenetti the past, 

slisll I Mil- 1 Ml S! :■ ■■ II' I il M I - ! 1 1 "■ 1 1 in • I 'I -- i, , r -I u-l 

toKthtraks is sh iltf' ‘I1m> nfiw trertbonks 

do mom Ernie him historians work, Imw they ibc 
sources and evidence, ntul why intfTprflEaiJnns uF 
die name event difFer. Old textbooks gave a fruwu 
luUTiLth'n bill dirl mil n-Ve'rtl Its luisln I In' nim'UuH- 
hfiAkf; cultivate analytical skids ami hvibj rical itiing' 
in ji Linn, 'Ihn old syllabus Mid textbooks handled 
certain topics with great hesiiiLlion They wore i;rui- 
sidvn'd in Im (fl$cu*>irtd an detaiL 


PnriitJun was one such topic. Il was dcnll wilh (nun 
officio] umi: and sketchily 

Iil l^OS. whan i started working mi *i minp:ic- 
iiUvc study of I Indian and fakbsEanllejnbnoks (puh- 
kskicd laLer under Hh: lllln, PfttfruUrr and friifa, 
I'nttgLili UTH 1 1 >, I discovered tlinL porcspLion "I 

Partition was the kiiy to understanding tin ntrast 

In Tween l|m limmries uwd in the two countries to 
teach about u curnmnn pas-1 . My thudy showed that 
in Pakistani rhUdren, Partition was presented asu 

triumph, and t> ■ Endian rhlbdn'ii ii Wav f i'b*l 

rye a tragedy. In neither case did the textbooks oJ- 
(empi to explain how Partition 
Ih'C.niir hnw ItabJe, or why il 


h<K j -> vi iiili 1 elm criulu t«\i ei nbl-s the student 1 ■ 
nngajqe with Ibti soquu lire i if even In the i p unhid 1 In ■ 
politic# nfthn 1 SNt>s, The exercises given at the end 

arc dicflfjpied to amuse rhUdxutTn ilttiilwrt in nr 

swan'll queSEiuiis njid rountnrf actuals. 

Thin wonderful uifiEOYntnciiiE i?i IndfliKl a latter 
nf satlNftolon for India. becaiEH Pakistan has lilllM 
lei re pi in by way of feKtbnnk p Tomes dn»i|tlii! many 
a nsobldutl llI's-VlI".' I South Asian Issoaiatlon fur 
Hifpoiml (xwporDdunt sijpu'tl l».y n'urrMriunIves 
lr mi hmh stilus Vet, brihind thfi siattsHtrHiry, l deed 
prtdn worthy work -dF mJljI I that IlirUn rum ri^ilTully 
linn nt. lies ill" I'lidi-inti' lack dF quality In UiMimoks 

produced by hunrils S.ur I'Usr mrilcs tiuw 

ro | in i - 1 iod si i irr iH'-Klih’itiks, bu I n iifst stal c bsturds 
make Uinif own urYnngnrticOti. I In; nuitlliy of sec- 
i nid an and senior second un l-'val. testh " i ks m pno r 
In must stale buank L blit Purdah sjiiI West ISnngal 

hulk the worst cases. Those nn 1 ills ■ the 

slates whuti cspiTicm cc| Ibni trauma (if Partition 
LI n m i Jii'i 'i Uy. 1 1nc would havi’ thought dial they prl ■ 
□ritisethc sLudy olTul'tlUcifl, hlftlbaoppesdlri Jstrun. 

S'ltrutLi htinups In Lm used as the Lmninul poiril 

of the hiMlury syUahus. 1^ portrayal ensures that 
J’akt-.[on seen as an HLeydfimoO 1 jirodticl ul din 
fn'odom slrtuijuln Since hiiiory comes to an end 
with Partition and indopencli'mc, chiklmri will 

ncv’Tikgakri lifiir atkniL Pakistan frurn tiioirtejurhor. 

Palctsian wLIE remain like □ siJrinl, reSunbitl prts.- 
ciiii' on tin- ipiarfiliisol the young, educalnd mind 

In Punjab, Punitinn is purl of 111" syll ilmH l"r 
d,iw XI I lm appii'inl uatkMHili, //iatarv orfiidru 
by M.5, Sodhi. covers tin- "dtrtis 
nf Partition'’ Ln .. short paragrapti 


was accojnpUnii’rJ by sucli Iut- 
rifii vEdLpticr. EMs is no mare 
lb" ruse With sCI-.flr's tH’W Ii’jlC- 
hunks. Thr new tejdiHHik ior 
Uaiis XII. /'Jnvwi'.M bi ttidUtfi 
IlHtturif — Part III, deals with 
Partition dl leitgdi II balanci-tj 
the political dimensions of 
Partition with the trauma It 
bioughl (o millions nf common 
jnnple on both sldos of the bor- 
der. Archival visuaLs oral narra- 
e,v ..i>l amlitgulties are 
discuss nd. Hock ground Infnmut* 
lion hi provided In margins and 


of 15 mntridrniurtt ■ lines. Ii Ibis 
I'Hjnvenlinnal texLbnuk, LfnTc is 
(111 room for I’JjptiLriaEuey nliLkHnca- 
lion. visuals -ir engaging esur 
riisi s 1 1 K S([L| iLFeiy liliruid ILL 
hi'Liiuig students gel e hr-n.iu h a 
cunvuti Llorial oxanisuaticin. Hun 
job left for studrms to du ih to 
rmirrn.n Lsr' ihcm i bo Class X I E 
brink by ill" suEne author cnvi-rs 
Ihe ty JtnbtlS. H>r F'ntiJ ati s reginna] 
history from Ht-9 Ln TStud 1‘hiH 
I iii'ik i -i si li ITini with details of the 
medieval perbjn.1 Attacks, cun- 
ijouyls, eliang"- of regime and 


TO PAKISTANI 
CHILDREN. 
PARTITION WAS 
PRESENTED 

as. a triumph, and to 
Ind ian children, it was 
presirn-ted & 
trAgfidy TtW 
tex'tbDoks did not 
attempt to exptefn 
ho-w Partition became 
inevitable, or why it 
was accompanied by 
such violence 





Il'pi'iir" between LntiLri^nii Pakistan isHutwcnimi 
H JjJUftE III rlJlJ( jLInjiiiiI filin'. IMipoflDnllfllly JpBUltflr 
nrrjiy, linin what has tub'll mi jl>. ilinbb ftjrn.'- 
brm, win haw in Ik l deployed Iji bulb countriHis. In 
India we on! uln-itd of Pakistan In kn (Un currir 
uEar informs at I hn- nniltnlnl Icwl, Snstaininjj them 
JLl tin Sla I i k Icvul is no ubby ta-ik. Ee is mu mnfefcv n 
question iif |tn( nilwirVJ! Ec.’t thanks to perpetuntn 
- 1 i-i-mi ii v| i- n'.fL books rssni j~l3 1 1 ■ >. ■> ehlldjvn to think 
ni wd HiinJinr 1 ; win) nn‘ tni lin^i U . f 'iirti lange Frondi nr 
id 1 1 n i uijlsi Across h-rili IikEul ileuJ PaJdgtsut mi 'll 
liiiirhiM'h ar-i iri sliurl jfMppK. lit In n . ((inching tin* 
y i'Li njf ii;rs been triviuLuicd ns a pruffi.HS.1nn over tin 1 
recant decades in both i'ouiLLrti* Innovative syllabi 
and [i \r3H'iiks ar* 1 mureJy chi? firm slep "nr ■ ■■ I ij> a. 

Iron ill ruFiirm. rancher -adnivUloi'i 

am il ii' ht'.i kay Sites ufjsfru^fi.’CJrifljitliigl^iwihnrs 
Inwards a mature vii-w tif the p;.wi muat brcoaia a 
priority I T rusi ill rri’r- an i Ell br saved FmJIt prrjJUra- 
Lntn fur war I'm then, ibn n-.-i .fi- • pm.prH.ilvo itiai 
s[.dH' lex lLm ii ■ k s In India ironiinuu Eu iiITet mil Llin- . ■ I - 
li'rrmnh oftihn fraud mil struggle mill have tit Eh 1 t- 1 - 
vis] tuft first. Ii ruidvfTlHiLly nirnurps permanent 
I h i | Lid ii-r nod itn.j'or n m nmb out Diiighbiai r, m 


T REFORM 


jaundiced view of history 


kiHbgS art) COVnnid with meticulous detail, TbftMl 
in lillle rnuin fur analysis barr i 1 1 - ■ syllabus pro- 
vide* no scope fi ir (Ji linj; bs) end Lhn stsntnd Angle w 
Stkh war. So there i.- no qunslkni nf iiUnMlm inp 
children in rkki . inill 'njJrji, (bat Punjab has fjn 

in eiu- i on text hi oMitllUUb. pu 

UttcaJ jli nl sorbil sphciret:. FVi ir i-s there any possi- 
bility that (bo chllekraD tifuuJinn Punjubniii,) bam 
-onHlhiiLfl, iii- in k;i',[ I'ih'I nimuLh. about Lbe other 
Punjab Tliis is clearly nui ji goal i if Han stMe V ed- 
ucation polby ^in- is ii ,i ^ual in rti ii^jlI whi'ro 
Ii'MIjhiiI; quality is oqualLy pnoi' find llin vinldll oF 
syMiibus maketfft just toriumow as it is in I'unjab. 

I lii:sn ufi'. of coiarai , nn axLi'piinns. t-io-is ihr 

ranintpy, must of Itii- stflm buords havi- chjinjjrd IlL- 
cbMivrr Him lost afF yoare in Eiimts of tlmlr I'npnr- 
ih 1o dusipn -s 1 1 il ■ ■ i n ; . I >■ or ruruinnifind 
kstlMmktt. ni nl crindui L i xajnLna- 
tions. Thi 1 rooainmt'qftnlknJS uf 
the Mu i ik si 1 1 jih fjiininlth'i' havn 
gathoTt*d thr pmvMbliil dinddiiof- 
Is i il sFh-Ivs fhi! annual confer 
'■nr-' Pitaal bolds with stal* 1 (Htartis 
has hihje, jlp pure nUy. lod to any re id 
ihtunu'Uon ur no 1 ,', ul linnivnilvt: 
idras Jii ai rrir i ilu m ;i ml i nvlbouk do - 
vubpntBpl tin- tilamiinuLi'v uvol, 

-HUHHT (,.i .m il of FiduratlnnaJ 

Ib'searrh and TraiJimjfF is siippuSmi) Lu 
Imik arti-r itj-ltniius-maldni? and tnst- 
buHik pruduEttlan Lu niEisi statmti Ii is nisi i 
a frnRilr I..k!> \s-ii 1 1 LiitsLahJu s-Litll arid 

Null' dmil Chfon lli-^i- nundldi m h jIih 
uvnrid[r.apai-|iv fur quality In pmdDclion 
uf [i "Kiln n its is(|uitii pnnr. Schools afliii- 
iiMid Lu Uio rnst arc ubUg«l lo lim- m.cIlt 

(in I'. 1 "i.sr nftor I '.loss VI FI] nui 

limy srrw tins i-U:lki>r stntit ul wjriety. SrhciaJs 
iJnki'tl In siati' bourd.H catnr tn Ihr wi irking clIilhs 
and Lhc riai'itl ma-S-s+ns I libs StUry iKiml tnrrlhly dif- 
ritmn ffnin tbit! ni Pakistan when- |ir|voU' 
scbmils sprvlnjf the ridi pi-^n ibn iJji.' n'asun- 
tiMy ^hhhJ Lcatbouks fiiMjhshfti Ity tin- (F\[im| 
University Prnss while tin mnssns an 1 fed n 
Idwbgicd imrck. In butln'iiuiLtfinh, Lhc rUen ■ 

iuni-fi ' Ijlshi's b.iM' .•.ii ". rUr h i- fur 

thi'jr iiwn pi i Hi I : m and abandrjtusd Lhi'chll- 
tlmn uf the massas lit mjjts Ith .tii uiii i l - 
for med pYVjvhn ial aysli'm 


